
Federal and other 
entities have for years 
reported on the lack 
of integration among 
housing and health 
support services 
and the benefits of 
closing those gaps.  

Opportunities continue to exist to better 
integrate housing, transportation, health 
care and long term services and supports to 
encourage healthy aging.  The Susquehanna 
Wellness Clinic opened a satellite office 
at 1924 Daisy Street on February 1, 2022.  
The team of doctors, nurses and the nurse 
practitioner offer a holistic, patient centered 
approach understanding what’s most important 
to the individual.  In addition, the pharmacist 
is available to answer any questions about 

your medication regime.  The clinic values time 
with each patient and in depth discussion 
of all options available for those who need 
additional resources.  Imbedded in the primary 
care is a seasoned experienced social worker to 
coordinate resources and mitigate any social 
determinant of health risks.  

Mature Resources Adult Day Services will be 
opening at 1924 Daisy Street in the next 3-4 
weeks.  Adult day services support health, 
nutritional, social and daily living needs of 
adults in a professionally staffed group setting. 
This service is especially useful for carers to 
provide respite from care giving for the day; 
or for those older adults in need of care and 
services that are currently not provided due 
to the crisis in direct care workers.  Included 
will be a multi-sensory soothing, stimulating 

environment designed to deliver stimuli to 
various senses, using lighting effects, color, 
sound, music, scents etc.  The combination of 
different materials can also be explored using 
tactile senses. This Snoezlen concept was 
developed in the Netherlands in the 1970s and 
has been utilized to facilitate feeling of well 
being and security for individuals living with 
dementia.   Attached is the planned design for 
the room to be located at the Mature Resources 
Adult Day Center.

For additional information on Adult day 
services, please call Julie Fenton at 
814-765-2696.

Stay Well,

Kathy

From the CEO...
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Amazon Explore Coming to 
Clearfield County!
Thanks to a Mengle Foundation grant, CCAAA will soon be 
offering world travel from the comfort of the Centers for 
Active Living and led by Amazon Explore.

Amazon Explore is “an interactive livestreaming service 
that allows you to learn, shop and discover new places 
from your computer”, according to the Amazon website.  
Participants can interact with tour guides virtually and 
participate, in real time, visiting landmarks, learning 
something new and shopping internationally.  Recently, 
Kathleen Gillespie, CEO, and Ethen Tarner, COO, “took a 
trip” to Prague, Czech Republic, during their lunch breaks, 
and found it to be amazing!

CCAAA will use this “digital tourism”, at the Centers for 
Active Living, to reduce isolation and provide cultural 
growth for older adults in our community.  The focus of 
this initiative is to offer group travel sessions, led by a 
host in real-time, give the ability to ask questions, and 
even take pictures of the trip.  Travel will be experienced 
as a group with the use of a large screen TV, and will 
include 2-way audio.

The Agency expects these virtual trips to begin at 
the Centers in the Spring and will provide additional 
information in the near future on the website, 
www.ccaaa.net, and the Agency Facebook page.

IN HONOR OF:

Brandi Hepfer
Amanda Legars
Kathy Gillespie
Elizabeth I Burfield

IN MEMORY:
Helen R. Billotte

FROM:

Denise Lukens
Denise Lukens
Denise Lukens
Bobbie Sopic

John & Patti Grier and John, Jr.

BENEFITS:

Village of Hope
Village of Hope
Village of Hope
Village of Hope

CCAAA

Spring Lifespan Edition (March 2022)
Memorial & Honorarium Fund
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March for Meals 2022
On March 22, 
1972, President 
Richard Nixon 
signed into law 
a measure that 
amended the 
Older Americans 
Act of 1965 and 
established a 
national nutrition 
program for 

seniors 60 years and older. Since then, these critical home-
delivered meals programs have provided more than just nutritious 
meals to homebound seniors in virtually every community across 
the country. In Clearfield County, the dedicated staff who prepare 
and deliver these meals each week provide a vital lifeline and 
connection to the community, which are sometimes all it takes to 
keep our older adults independent and at home, where they want 
to be.

The Meals on Wheels programs have come together each March 
since 2002 to celebrate this proven collaboration of local 
community organizations, businesses, all levels of government 
and compassionate individuals to ensure that our seniors are not 
forgotten. This initiative is called the “March for Meals”, and, 
at CCAAA, Joan Bracco and Julie Fenton lead the way to bring 
awareness in our community to the great need for this program.  
This year, the Community Champions Week dedicated to Meals 
on Wheels is March 21-25, 2022, during which time the 50th 
Anniversary will be celebrated.  “The Older Americans Act Nutrition 
Program is the only federally supported program designed to be an 
antidote for both senior hunger and isolation,” said Ellie Hollander, 
President and CEO of Meals on Wheels America. “Despite decades 
of proven success and bipartisan support, funding for this 
program has failed to keep 
pace with the rapidly 
growing need for 
its services. With 
the nation’s senior 
population increasing 
dramatically, now is 
the time to support 
local Meals on Wheels 
programs – through 
volunteering, donating 
and speaking out – to 
ensure we are able to 
deliver for another 
50 years.”
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Becoming a Legacy Donor….
You’ve accomplished many things over the years and still have 
dreams to realize. The desire to make a difference never goes away 
but how you effect change may.

Planned or “Legacy” Giving is an opportunity to continue telling your 
life story and allow you to share what has been meaningful to you, 
in such a powerful way. Maybe you have a passion for helping Older 
Adults or have experienced compassionate services yourself. Maybe 
you want to live on beyond your lifetime, honor a loved one, or just 
give back. Whatever your motivation, becoming a Legacy Donor is 
a generous way to approach your estate planning and continue to 
positively impact lives for years to come.

Because the Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging, Inc. (CCAAA), 
is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, CCAAA depends heavily on 
monetary and in-kind gifts, along with government funding, to fulfill 
its Mission.

While cash donations are most common and certainly appreciated, 
Legacy Donors are those who make bequests to the CCAAA under 
their wills and trusts. These bequests will not be recorded as gifts 
to CCAAA until such time as the gift is irrevocable, but CCAAA would 
like to honor and recognize those who have decided to help CCAAA 
impact the future through planned giving.  Changing the world is 
still a possibility!

If you are interested in becoming a Legacy Donor or want to learn 
more about our program, please contact CCAAA and ask for Bobbie 
Johnson, Director of Mission Advancement/PR.  



Jane Lee Yare was born here in Clearfield in the Mary E Lee Wing, the 
maternity unit, at Clearfield Hospital.  Mary E Lee was Jane’s great, great 
Aunt.  For many years Jane and her girlfriends celebrated their birthdays 
together, who had been born in the Mary E. Lee unit.  Mary E. Lee parlor 
is at the Lee parish house of Clearfield’s Trinity United Methodist Church.  
Jane had one older brother, Ashley, who was an Attorney in Pittsburgh.  
Jane grew up with 18 cousins, all within 3 years of each other, the 
post-World War II baby boom.  Jane attended Clearfield schools and 
graduated from Clearfield Area High School.  In high school, Jane was 
in an accelerate math/science program and did well in her SAT tests 
and was granted into the Ford Foundation on Scholarship Program at 
Allegheny College in an experimental program for individual study.  She 
graduated in four years from Allegheny with a dual major in English 
and with honors in Political Science.  Jane married and she and her 
husband married young and attended Woodstock on their honeymoon.  
Jane attended graduate school at the University of Massachusetts.  She 
received her graduate degree in Political Science.

Jane was in South America in Ecuador for about a year studying a 
political role of the Roman Catholic Church.  After that year, Jane was 
offered and accepted a job as Associate Professor of Political Science at 
SUNY New Paltz, a State University in upstate New York.  The Woman’s 
Movement had started and was beginning to gain steam in NY and the 
whole USA.  Jane taught an introduction course into Woman’s studies 
that was attended by 400 students.  The faculty included the Feminist, 
Mary Gordon.  Jane became deeply involved in the Woman’s Movement at 
that time and remains committed to women’s issues.

Jane was in New York 
for 7 years during 
which she had 
health issues.  She 
reluctantly moved with 
her Corporate Scientist 
husband to St. Louis.  
Jane’s health worsened 
and for the first time 
encountered lay 
Catholic Chaplain’s.  
She became very 
impressed with them 
because they truly 

lived their faith.  They were trained in a hospital program and Jane 
decided to become one of them.  She did her residency at the hospital 
and then worked for St. Joseph’s Hospital in St. Charles, Missouri as a 
Chaplain.  She loved her work.  Jane left her job with some reluctance 
and with continuing health issues, she returned home to Clearfield.  
Once home, Jane picked up her mother’s role in quite a number of 
charitable organizations and served on the Board for the CCAAA at its 
inception, and also on the Children’s Aid Society Board and the Clearfield 
County Library Board.  Jane also brought Hoodie Hoo Day to Clearfield.  
Hoodie Hoo Day has a charitable purpose for the chosen organization or 
agency.  Jane started out being involved with the CCAAA for her parents, 
served on the board, been a funder for our programs and now says she is 
involved with us for her own self – “See, it’s come full circle!”  Welcome 
Jane, it comes to us all.

FUNDER SPOTLIGHT: JANE LEE YARE
(As told to Joan Bracco)
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The Journey 
to Yes: 

What We’ve Done and Where We’re Heading…

Several months ago, CCAAA began a project which 
would reevaluate the Agency as a whole and really dig 
into what the ideal “Dream” state of the Agency is, 
what CCAAA’s Purpose is or how the Agency will achieve 
that “Dream” state, establish Goals, and solicit 
the perspectives of Stakeholders in the Community.  
Essentially, CCAAA embarked on a journey to discover, 
define, and develop the Branding for our services – 
a Journey to Yes!

The Journey to Yes is a nine-step strategic marketing 
planning process, developed by Kansas Marketing 
Agency, Bower Comm.  CEO Kathleen Gillespie first 
became familiar with this process when working 
through it for another organization, with which she 
serves as a Board member.  Seeing the value and 
application of this program for CCAAA, Gillespie 
decided to pursue it for the Agency on Aging.

During the discovery phase of the process, a team of 
Agency employees conducted stakeholder interviews 
across the county, researched peer organizations, 
and combined all the information received to form a 
thorough overview of the mission marketing presence 
of the AAA in the community.  This information was 
then reviewed to identify opportunities for change and 
growth, and, to further develop an overall “brand” that 
adequately captured all CCAAA services and entities.  

At the present point in this journey, CCAAA has 
developed a detailed Brand Foundation and is currently 
working with a local graphic designer to prepare a more 
cohesive visual message for what is the Area Agency 
on Aging.  Once this step is completed, the AAA will 
finalize the journey by establishing a communication 
strategy and developing a plan for the future.  The new 
“face” of the AAA in Clearfield County will be revealed 
in the Fall of 2022, as the AAA prepares to celebrate its 
45th Anniversary.
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Would you like to receive your Lifespan by email?  
Simply email us at mail@ccaaa.net and let us know!  Future issues of Lifespan (four per year) will automatically be sent to you.

The Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging, Inc., Mature Resources Foundation and The Village of Hope are registered with the Pennsylvania Department of State.  A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

814) 765-2696 or 

(800) 225-8571

(814) 765-2760 

(814) 765-1365 or (800) 233-0249

www.ccaaa.net 

mail@ccaaa.net

www.ourvillageofhope.com

Administrative Offices 

Toll Free

Fax

Protective Services

Web Page

Email

 

CONTACT USLOOKING AHEAD

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
CLEARFIELD, PA
PERMIT NO. 272

Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging Inc.
600 Cooper Road
Curwensville, Pennsylvania 16833

Change Service Requested

Check CCAAA out on: 
Facebook @ ClearfieldCountyAAA
Twitter @ CountyArea
Linked In
You Tube channel under Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging
Check The Village of Hope out on: 
Facebook @ ClearfieldCountyAAA
Twitter @ TheVillageofHo1

OBSERVED HOLIDAYS
April 15, 2022 – Good Friday – Offices and Centers Closed
May 30, 2022 –  Memorial Day – Offices and Centers Closed


